7
April 18, 2016

Whereas, Asian carp continue to migrate
upstream and are now within a day’s swim of
Lake Michigan. In the last year, juvenile
Asian carp have moved 66 miles closer to
Lake Michigan, leaving them only 76 miles
from the Great Lakes. While electrical bar-
riers currently stand in their way, new re-
search indicates that those barriers may not
be effective at stopping small fish; and

Whereas, The impacts of Asian carp to the
ecosystems and economies of the Great
Lakes states and local communities will be
catastrophic. Invasive species established in
the Great Lakes already cost the region
more than $100 million per year. Asian carp
could add dramatically to this cost if they
move through the Chicago area into the
Great Lakes. These carp are voracious filter
feeders and could out-compete the native
fish of the Great Lakes, threatening a $7 bil-
lion sport and commercial fishery. History
has demonstrated that, once established,
aquatic invasive species like Asian carp are
nearly impossible to eradicate; and

Whereas, The Chicago Area Waterway Sys-
tem Advisory Committee was formed in May
2014 with the goal of reaching consensus on a
set of recommendations for elected and ap-
pointed local, state, and federal officials and
the public on short- and long-term measures
to prevent Asian carp and other aquatic
invasive species from moving between the
Great Lakes and Mississippi River basins
through the Chicago Area Waterway System;
and

Whereas. The diverse, 32-member advisory
committee reached consensus in a letter to
the President of the United States on a spe-
cific system of control points to prevent the
two-way interbasin transfer of aquatic
invasive species. It also reached consensus
on supporting immediate actions at the
Brandon Road Lock and Dam in Joliet, Illi-
nois, to prevent the risk of Asian carp from
migrating upstream while the system of con-
trol points is evaluated as a long-term solu-
tion for all aquatic invasive species; and

Whereas, The best long-term solution will
prevent Asian carp from entering the Great
Lakes while preserving as much as possible
the current uses of the Chicago area water-
ways. Options that would change shipping on
these waterways should only be pursued
after all other options have been exhausted;
and

Whereas, The costs of preventing Asian
carp from entering the Great Lakes are sub-
stantially lower than the costs to the eco-
systems and economies of the Great Lakes
states if Asian carp were to become estab-
lished: now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That we support the
Chicago Area Waterway System Advisory
Committee recommendations to implement
immediate control technologies at Brandon
Road Lock and Dam in Joliet, Illinois, and
to further investigate the specific system of
control points for long-term movement of
aquatic invasive species into and out of the
Great Lakes; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, President of the United States Sen-
ate, the Speaker of the United States House
of Representatives, the members of the
Michigan congressional delegation, and the
Commanding General and Chief of Engineers
of the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

POM-154. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of
Michigan memorializing the United States
Congress to take actions necessary to help
families enduring mental health crisis; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.
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Whereas, According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, mental illness
is defined as ‘‘health conditions that are
characterized by alterations in thinking,
mood, or behavior (or some combination
thereof) associated with distress and/or im-
paired function.”” The National Institute of
Mental Health states, ‘‘while mental dis-
orders are common in the United States, the
burden of illness is particularly concentrated
among those who experience disability due
to serious mental illness (SMI)’; and

Whereas, Laws, regulations, and misinter-
pretations frequently shut out families at-
tempting to get effective and appropriate
treatment for their loved ones in a mental
health crisis. In a given year, approximately
ten million Americans endure serious mental
illness, such as schizophrenia, major depres-
sion, or bipolar disorder. Approximately four
million Americans battle with serious men-
tal illness do not receive treatment in a
given year; and

Whereas, Families struggling with mental
illness must also grapple with the likelihood
that their loved one will end up in jail or
prison where there is virtually no mental
health treatment. There are ten times more
individuals with serious mental illness in
jails and prisons than in state psychiatric
hospitals. Moreover, federal laws and billing
policies restrict the ability of persons on
Medicaid to receive high-quality inpatient
and outpatient mental health treatment; and

Whereas, Current spending needs to be
more focused on the most effective services
and most severe mental illnesses. Passage of
federal legislation like the Helping Families
in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2015 (H.R.
2646), sponsored by United States Congress-
man Tim Murphy of Pennsylvania, would be
a positive first step. The bill would create a
new Assistant Secretary for Mental Health
and Substance Use Disorders to coordinate
funding between agencies, collect increased
data on treatment outcomes, and drive evi-
dence-based care: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to take actions necessary to
help families enduring mental health crisis;
and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-155. A joint memorial adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Idaho urging the
United States Congress to restructure the
United States Postal Service in a way that
would reopen shuttered mail processing
plants throughout the nation and provide ac-
ceptable delivery times; to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL NoO. 105

Whereas, the mail processing function of

the post office in Pocatello, Idaho, was
closed on or about April 19, 2015; and
Whereas, Brian Sperry, the regional

spokesman for the United States Postal
Service (USPS) stated that the impacts
would be that stamped ‘‘First-Class Mail”’
would take between two and three days to
reach its destination; and

Whereas, mail delivery in eastern Idaho is
now significantly delayed, with delays rang-
ing from a few days up to a few weeks; and

Whereas, USPS has already closed or sus-
pended services in many locations nation-
wide, including in Twin Falls, Idaho, and is
considering closing more; and

Whereas, USPS can provide better delivery
times while still cutting substantive costs by
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restructuring its pre-funding for retirement
benefits: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the members of the Second
Regular Session of the Sixty-third Idaho
Legislature, the Senate and the House of
Representatives concurring therein, that
Congress should pass legislation that would
direct USPS to restructure their budget pri-
orities, rethink their administrative model,
make appropriate budget cuts if necessary,
focus on customer service and acceptable de-
livery times, and reopen shuttered mail proc-
essing plants throughout the United States;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
be, and she is hereby authorized and directed
to forward a copy of this Memorial to the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives of this Con-
gress, and the congressional delegation rep-
resenting the State of Idaho in the Congress
of the United States.

———————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. KIRK, from the Committee on Ap-
propriations, without amendment:

S. 2806. An original bill making appropria-
tions for military construction, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2017, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 114-
2317).

By Mr. COCHRAN, from the Committee on
Appropriations:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Allocation to
Subcommittees of Budget Totals for Fiscal
Year 2017 (Rept. No. 114-238).

By Mr. ALEXANDER, from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 185. A bill to create a limited population
pathway for approval of certain antibacterial
drugs.

S. 1622. A bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect to de-
vices.

S. 2700. A bill to update the authorizing
provisions relating to the workforces of the
National Institutes of Health and the Food
and Drug Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2713. A bill to provide for the implemen-
tation of a Precision Medicine Initiative.

S. 2742. A bill to amend title IV of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act regarding the na-
tional research institutes, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2745. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to promote the inclusion of mi-
norities in clinical research, and for other
purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. HATCH for the Committee on Fi-
nance.

* Andrew LaMont Eanes, of Kansas, to be
Deputy Commissioner of Social Security for
the term expiring January 19, 2019.

*Vik Edwin Stoll, of Missouri, to be a
Judge of the United States Tax Court for a
term of fifteen years.

*Elizabeth Ann Copeland, of Texas, to be a
Judge of the United States Tax Court for a
term of fifteen years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
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